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A NEW LOCALITY FOR ORCHIS ROTUNDIFOLIA 


VAR. LINEATA. 


Di*. A. E. Porsild, National Museum 


of Canada, in lOdO, rece 



fi’om Mr. W. C. 



Cal^aj-y, Alberta, a photograph of an Orchis rot midi folia 
Banks, which dilfei'ed fi’om the tyi)ical plant in having 
bi'oad, longitudinal, i)urple stripes instead of the usual 
pui’ple dots on the lower lip. Specimens wei’e not available 
foi‘ study at the time, but later the Museum i*eceived live 
specimens which had been collected by Mr. McCalla June 
27, 19-)2 in daniji mossy woods at Elkwatei* Lake, Cypi’ess 
Hills, Alberta. In 1941, Mr. Henrv MousleVi described the 



variety in detail and aj)plied the name O. rotuiidifoUa var. 

. Isotypes were retained by Mi-. McCalla and one 
was also placed in the Gray Herbarium. As far as can be 

determined no other localities have been reported for this 
variety. 

During the summer of 1959, the writer was park natural¬ 
ist for the Ontario Department of Lands and Forests in 
Sibley Park, a small peninsula projecting from the north 
shore of Lake Sujiei-ior just east of Port Arthur. Here, on 
Julv (), 1959, in a habitat similai- to that described bv Mi-. 
McCalla, was found the variety lincata. About 100 plants 
were seen in an area of -‘lOO scjuare yai-ds growing among 
Hahcnaria hyjx’rlxura, H. ohfusafa, Listcra cordafa, Krii- 
pctrmn iiifirmn, Kalmia polifolia, Gaulthcria hispidida, and 
Andromeda plaucophiflla. A thorough search was made foi- 
othei- stands, but none was found. 

This is the first record of variety lincata within the i-ange 
of Gray’s Manual. Specimens from this station have been 
placed in the herbai-ium of the Ontario Agricultural College, 
Guelph, Ontario, and in the Gray Herbarium, Harvard Uni¬ 
versity. — Vincent Elliott, science department, district 
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